What's it all about?
Prestel is about information.
Information on just about everything you want to know, need to know or would like to know.
Facts that you will use every day as well as information on a whole range of more specialised
subjects that you're almost certain to need from time to time.
The way Prestel gets all this information to you is simplicity itself. All you need is a telephone
and a television.The television set you use will bring you all your usual BBC and ITV programmes
but will have been specially equipped to receive Prestel too.
So by pressing a few buttons on a small key pad (it looks a bit like a calculator) the information
you need pops up on your TV screen.
What will it tell me?
Because Prestel is linked to a computer there is almost no limit to the amount of information it can
store, and to which you can have access.
There are already more than 150 organisations providing information to the Prestel computer.
Between them they have booked over 180,000 Prestel pages. And every page of information
which is fed into the computer is available to you to call up on your TV screen.
And even though this is an impressive amount of knowledge to have, quite literally, at your finger
tips, it will of course increase.
In fact the system will be quite capable of providing over one million separate pages of information
in the future.
What's more with Prestel you can be sure that all the news and information you get is up to date.
That's because the information Prestel brings you is regularly up-dated.
So a change in the weather forecast for example, or even the latest cricket score is fed into the
system almost as soon as it happens.
All of which means that you get up to the minute information in seconds.

Who is it for?
Prestel is for everyone.
Busy mothers can check out prices before they go shopping or their children can use Prestel
to help them with their homework.
Gardeners will have a constant source of information on what they should be doing at any
particular time of the year.
Whole families can choose and even book their holidays through Prestel.
And of course holidays are not the only entertainment that you can plan. Prestel will provide
you with listings for theatres, cinemas, sporting events, exhibitions and just about anything else
that may be going on.
Much of the information will be of general interest, but minority interests are also well catered for.
Having all this kind of information constantly available in your own home means that, whoever you
are, and whatever your interests, you'll be better informed.
And even though the kind of information you will get from Prestel may be available from other
sources too, no other source will deliver it so quickly or so conveniently.
What will it cost?
TV sets that are ready made to receive Prestel are already in production, and obviously they will
cost more than ordinary sets.
When you actually use Prestel in your home or office you will be charged at the local telephone
rate, whenever there is a Prestel service within your local telephone area. That's because Prestel
uses your telephone line to link your TV to the computer.
In addition there is a similarly small charge made for the Prestel service itself.
Finally, each organisation providing information to Prestel will normally make a charge for each
page of information you call up. (Although some organisations will provide their information free
of charge.)
But Prestel will always tell you how much each page will cost before you call it.

